"Frankly,I suggest & three months oruise;then retirement into Ompa."
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being the bletherings that escare me at the
sight of the Thirteenth Malling.,,.ss:5222555>

Archive, Page 6 I am at and dearie me, thats_ gﬁother pun at the
heac of the page! I have comc to the end of Eney' s rault;--cos T
have skippned ahead to ABM. Imagine ealling lir Bennett fictitous!)
Imagine calling Bennett Mr! Vnatever will you be up to next!!!
Och, I am sorry this had finished so gbruptly, yes do give us a
sequel, I found your music talk much more intresting than I do
usually, liked your version of the 12 days - you should have saved
that for your fan Xmas card. Mebbe you have heard of Nancy Whisky?
Brunner took me along to hear hcer one night, I thought she sang
ballads very well, ice clear diction, and no cffort made to hide
her Glasgow accent, APCHlV“ is stimulating as usual, but still
hard on the eyes, can't you use mors ink?

Appolo Play. Pardon me if I am Taintly affronted at an Ompan tell-
ing me how to play golf, o, I have never played the game, I have
the knovledge by a process of osmosis, One cannot have Carnoustie
as a home tovn without knowing something about the game, Hope you
do give a bigger Spizz next time, and comment gn the zines,

Veritas. Superb cover, best in the mailing, except my own, of course
That about the revoos you promised in the last issue? You certainly
had a bumper letter col this time, Pierre's being the best I thought
About budgics, the hospital was presented with a peir, one he, one
she, natch, in a cagcé. During a weak moment .I. promised to look
after them. Evcryone tells me they never learn to speak unless

they are on their owm, so mine have a good alibi, They certainly
arn't musicaol pirds., In fact the truth is they make an infernal
noise and I would gladly swop the pair for a canary..,Lovely issue
this, but I would 1like some revoos,

8tcam, Please note my comments to Vagary and Blunt.,Thanks for
Tetting us see Harry's letter, he gave a very good picture of Bhat
Tt "'as Like! I would guess that it was Lee or Larry who wurote the
second letter, You are guite right gbout Ted, I took that flippant
surface for granted for guite some time, before I realised, that
beneath it, he 1is a very sensitive person, I think he has still

to write his best work, The con is over now, and you promised me

a big Stean.

L T T ..



Dupet There is one thing you always do supremly well? and that

is put in a nutshell just what 1t %ﬁ about Walt! It is so long
since we have heard from you, I had forgotten that my main
impression of you at first was your sense of humour, but that
later I was impressed by your wisdcm, {its good to have you back
with us again

rv+ Now don't you go nagging at Xen, don't you know he has
a 1ot of work to do? 5till they were ali intresting comments,

T giggled at Vindictus. bu®t noy the Boat story. Written in too
abbreviated a msnner..h taie lice thils, vo be funnr, must be told
in detail. Sorry to sound testy, but next ccemes the kind of
poetry I shun, [T thorougialy en;oyed your talking point column
howsver, ard hope you will make this a permancni feature. Enjoyed
Don's rerort, it was niecsz te read cne that dican't have a long
invoived journey tacked onto 1t. A very satislying issue,

hond Street: Well, even if you di¢ vick Rezney to quote as an
authority ( I thins Terry J2evos would probably faint at thas)
at least you nad the uvnerring instiuct to choose Archive as the
best you had szen. So there is probatly hcpe for you yet! What
you call Trad and Modern socund the same Lo me, donit sneer. but
T prefer &iratra t» beth., Although the record most played in my
small coliection 15 from Carmen Jones, Anyhoo, welcome to Ompa
and tell us all about yo'self,

Morph: You arcuse my curionsity, do youa only collect books cos
they are first editions® I ncan, weuld ycu buy a book that was
a farst edition whether its zcntents intrested you or not? Am
dying to he2r what answer you get to ycur remarks on Pooka, I
wonder how the fans sense of wonder stood up tc the satteliite
do you think? I wish J dare scart a leisurly trot through my
nursing days a la your Army ones. Yoa tempt me y'know, cos I
enigcy yours so much.

Burp in London. Poo! Cecil just looks llke an ordinary elephant
... thorousghiy enjoyed reading your appreciation of London, your
enthusiasm became quite infectlious. Funnily enough, I had been
trylng to iike ccffee for years, and the first I ever managed to
drink with enjoyment--was made by Ving! Now don't be mean--
Tevoo uS 1ila.

Zymic, So you have Icost count, tc tell the truth I would have
too long ago, if it wern't for Atom. Your Taff article was a
wonderful plece cf work, and wvery timely, and I vote you three
cheers for it. DBless you Ving4 wish there were more like you.
Also that was a very expressiwve 'Coo! after your comments on
Bennetts wvisit, I gnffawed, Bee-utifua work on the cover.

The Lcsser Fiea. Must express my admiration at your finding time
to get this cut. IEnjoyable as usual

Blunt, And don't you start on Ken either! Leafe him to me, I am
co%glgg him..cee? My answer to your Awfui Truth about me is =~

Ha! I knew you would have to say that, Don't think I am going to
argue with you either, I have changed mg mind, Attaboy Sandy, go

at the Archers. I must say I agree with you that 1t takes a strong

mind to break away from the Catholic faith. Particularly as it is



i i et ——— .._.-.-.-.rw—l-'----—---—"""

taught in a predominently Catholic country such as Eire, I have

come in contact with a lot of women from there recently, and I have
been astocnished at the ‘results of this. Their whole religion is
based on fear, and they think it is based on love, How can you say
that you don't like TV? I mean, surely unless you own a set or

have regular acess to one it is impossible to judge? I am faintly
surprised at the way everyone has jumped on Anne, It wasn't a

very funny joke certainly, but there have been less funny ones in
Ompa which did not revelve such =abuse, I am going to stop now, or
these comments will go of forever, zines like yours make me hlether
too much, s
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Noise Level: The high level of writing contained in this rather
Takes my breath away, I feel a bit uneasy as if we had no business
keeping this tc only Ompa. It seems a bit weak kmm also, to only
revard all this rcsearch with only thanks.

How pig a change this-is- from the last mailing, this one so slender -
when the last was so fat and chock full of goodies, There are some
kiddies in our Cmpa whc ought to pull up their little s0CKkS.seeses

Some post-mailings cams in to help out a bit though..

HowW: -' Tad #never must vay quite a whack in mail as he is just
always missing the deadlire,,me I can't afford it, Anyway three
cheers for the rain whicn vrought this one,and if a garden is to be
keeping you cut of Ompa I will cons.gn them all tc Limbo, I sure
¢njoyeda ycur m.dcy story, and loved the footnotes even more; The
Archers. Here you say that 1t is uscd to show that country life
ig ag valid as the tovnsmans, Seems o me that it is more needed
the other way round, fon morc writers descry the town 1ife than
ever Go the couniry. Indeed, in fiction there has always been a
large schocd of thought. which gutomaticaedly has made the ' townee'
the villain, Have youa cver read a story of a villainous countryflw
man seducing the town lady??? But to move away from your argument
Yack to the Archners, my disiike of them stems from a general dis-
1ike of wireizss plags, They all sound corny fto me, Sandy diad
prooakliy tarn gpﬁen,pale) at the degcript;on o? your radio, Tell
e more fo0ut your Srotaer—in-law, if that isn't the most classie
remaik abous tae cemets 3'all gocd here.

Eaffﬁgﬁi vou arc awarded the 1st prize for a cartoon because of .
your Lacover. T3 the front cover meant to lock like Orsen Welles®
iiked_Pavlats coiumn, enjoy any fan history, particwlarly anything
that will clarify the Americen scene for me, OFf course.I could
vay 'The Tmortal Storm' from KFS, as I am always promising, but
it is s0 aear! Agree with your remarks on Metzgers standgrd. You
know you nave got me wrong about serlals - I am ggg a P?bld fan -
they makce me feel ravbid. I den't know why you ery " help for more

Wk

material, ail trat is wrong with G is not enough of yourscif in it.

Annexe: Nice meaty reviews and very welcome too,

Klecblrd: Your uospital stery - s'lovely., Your art folios also
rad my heartfelt respect, In fact I am highly delighted with the



whole thing. It has Zing: Hope its infectious.,.

Phenotype: Try Walsh's 'The Hill is Mine! and see if you still
like h}m. Hope you got plenty results from your poll cards, and
that mine was not too late in arriving, Like your revooing style.

ogie: All those revieus in detail from overseas are going to

ake some mebers blush with shame - I hopel To you and all good
reviewers 1 say thanx very michlys =R

o

Tull ¥ b: After reading of Fllik's hiking across country, I take
Dack all 1 ever sald about these travel-to-the-con accounts, This
one stands by itself - whew! I was aslo thoroughly engrossed by -

the con reports; which gave a very clear picture, s
-

Noted: I guess ine article or Monroe is ailmed mostly at Fapa.
crotics, but must you lectnre we Omans too? '‘Cos this is =2 SO~ 4
of lecture, and I gon't mind a lecture for something I have done
vut here I ain't done nuthin’,. I certainly don't agree that
everyone still keeps the cliche of tnought involved in Y All blondes
are qumb' Ormpans cliche-minded,,tchi Incidently, capital letters
211 the way through arec very hard on the eyes,

and as the mailing quivers to rest under my cyes 1 reflect
that there nave been pvetser mailings, but och, och, there have
becn Wi Y.
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Pillers to the cend of the stencll like, =====

"one 11loustration of tnia state of offairs is science fiction,
which has been vicued as consisting of fantasies for the amusement
of adolescents, Ve arc gradually peing compelled to view 1it,
instead, 24s intelligent ~nticipation - much more intelligent, in
feot, than the expectations of statcsmen.'  Bernard Russell.

After the Tows Ol the 'go siow! in the Health gervice, a cartoon
s our guty reomms It depicted a doctor,stgthescope

gppearel. in O ' 0 : ) :
ving to o natient Spell ninty-nine . .. Py )
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3inge » v e
-arees, above the bright blue sky,
», and Sisters never pry.
Vhere all Lhe 1:+tle murses can have a cup of tea,
And all the little redpans ~1ve eternally.
And last of ~"1 one that always melkes me giggle.,.» 2

and heres & sOong I nsed To

¥
Theres & ome Pop 1itTlce
vhere Matrons never ent

]
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voman wants monopoly, Mon deiights in novelty

Love is Womans moor: ani sun, Man has other forms of fun
Yoman lives but in her lords

Count to <N and man is bored.

with this he gist and sum of it,

whatever good con esme of 119



A Punting We Wil o
by MM:@VMLE’

fty first introduction to racing ves uwnvittingly agiven to me by
my father at the early age 6f thirteen. It vwas a rule in our
house theot I vas not alioved to recd at the table, nartly because
it v aos gonsidered rude, but mainly because my mother maintained
tnat readini at the table woulid give me indigestion, (Any queries
ag to whether my Tathervasn't bein: ruGe were vsually ansuered
by an omnious grovil from the other side of the nevspaper) It
apneared that my fatner was notsubject to this rule, presumably
because he already had indigestion., The result of this vas taat

€och rrornine at breakfast I had nothing with which to occuny ny
rmind, the only source of conversetion being blotted out by a
nevsponer, Taus, for the uont of anything better, I ctarted to’
abesorb the contents of the back p:rge of the 'Daiiy uxoress' which
Lus usually susvended ohly a couple of Tect frow tue ena of my
nose. - ith the oid of '"The Seout' and Peter 0'Sulievan I soon
becaic quite knouledgeeble, suiflcient to lrmpress nys scuiool-
felliovs, - and on onc notablc occasion ny history naster, (1 nad
expressed within nis hearing a definite oninion as to the chances
of o certain horse, this horsc had won uhilst tne cne ane backed lo
lost, It turned out thot, beins a tcacher, he felit it incumbant
upon bimsell to take thne *Daily Telemranhk' vinose correspondant
*iotgnur! had tipned tho wrong one,

1 leornt quite a lot from reter o'sulilevan, and luckiliy I
nad struel on one of the wittiest ac tell as one o thc bhest
roce-recders in tihe bucinces, or a uinile I even kept sone
carples of nis humour in a scrap-book and sone oi them nisat be
wjorth retalling here.

‘Caneeclilin: tho staan on the envoelope ol a etter containing
an aecount rencered from o bobkmaker to an unsuccessful sunter
vwere the ords,,3L00D DONORS ARE STILL URGIITLY W3ED '

‘Veaterdaves rocing was remarkable for the [fact tuat I seleeted
a courle of winners'

tAny booknaker who lost at Lewcs yesterday is aodvised to turn
the same up and go to vork for a living. '

?My narassed secretary sugrests o competition to find a
suitoble name for those vho urite in sugsesting a suitable name
for a rachoree’
g9tili this kind of thing is not solely the pro .crty of i'r O'
quiievan., There uas a time, early in thne 1955 faatracing;hen
T vas vparticularly broke and deeided to muke use of a neculiarity
of credit booluaokers who will not nay out or colilect amounts under
21. I was, thercfore, able to invest up to 19/~ without having
to pay up if I lost., I could then starizaten 1t out later when
I nad some noney,

I decided to invest some moncy,.five bob cach way..on an out-
sider vhich ce due to run at Stockton tnat afternoon, Tuls horse



was called Volcano, and although it had no form at all, it was
trained by Captain Elsey and ridden by Edgar Britt, who were
respectively, the leading trainer and jockey at Stockton.

I plaeced the bet and spent a Bood deal of time alfterwards
wishing I hadn't, from the point of vieu of form it hadn' a chanece -
As soon as the race was over I rang up the bookie to get the
result and found to my utter joy that the horse had won at the
magnificent price of 20-1!

Absolutely béibbling over with a kind o#& asinine exulerance I _.
leapt from my chair and grabbing hold of the chap who worked
next to me, I started to execute a sort of primitive hoe-down,
whilet chanting something like this

Wclecano vion at twenty to one

Come on honel} lets have fun'
One minute everyone in the office was laughing, then an awgul
silence fecll, I looked round and there was the Big Boss, a man
who had detested me ever since I pinned a notice onto the bottom
of his jacket at the Chrismas Party which read "Gentlemen Please
Lift The Scat, "

My crstihile dancing pabitner gently disengaged himsclf and,
his voice cutting clearly through the tense silencc, said "Excuse
me, but I think yofir Volcano is about to erupt'!

There isg a race run at Hurst Park in May called The Victoria
Cup vihich usually attracts many good handicappers, and thce winner
usually comes in at a good pricce, Vitlg the thought of a minor
fortune in mind I had been devoting a considerable amount of time
to this race, and one cvening I was strolling home from work redd
ing the 'Sporting Life Guide' vhen for some reason I looked up
straight into a shop window where ladics lingerie was on display.
Right before my eyes was a dispaly of several figures all wearing
black brassieres with the name 'Caprice' emblazoned across them,
With a sense of shock I peered at the list of runners in the.
paper, and as I knew, there was a horse running called 'Alf's
Caprice'., I quickly clapped my money onto this horse and, further
more, advised all my friends to get a plece or this certainty, If
ever I had a better tip than this I was a Dutchman.

Such was the fervour of my conviction that I convinced many,
and the night after thec race was quite a hectic one, for, as the Y
record books show, Alf's Caprice toddled home at 9-1, Many pints
werc sunk that night, but naturally they wanted to know what the
sourcc of my informetion was, and why couldn't I get more hot
tips from it?

vith several pints of bitter inside me I couldn't resist
taking them down to introduce them to my source, We all then
traipscd dovn to the shop and I pointed to the array. Like ' ..
2ll true punters they liked to think that their information came
from a pood source, and most of them were slightly annoyed that
I should put them onto a horse without a good reason, Only one
vloke saw what I had seen, as he said, "Where could you get a
better tip than that?",

-



THE SPIRIT OF TAFF,

Since the day that the idea of TAFF was first mooted, as a fan,
I have felt very proud that fandom should have produced such s
gesture. It was conceived with the loftiest of motives - to do
honour to a well-deserving fan, and to promote friendship between
the fans of various countrics,

Up till now we have beun lueky and the representatives chosen
have ~. - deserved the welcome they received, Now, I think we all
should take thought, not about the voting procedures, or about
the desirgbility of the fan being "active', but about the spirit
of TAFF,

Ve should remember that it is an honour to be chosen for TARF,
an honour that is bestowed, and not won by the greatest endeavour,
Let us think of what the ideal TAFF representative should be like
~ someone who gives of himself in some measure to fandom as a whole
who 1s intrested in fandom - as & whole,

Someone who has no enemies in fandom, who is well-liked by all,
who; most importantly, 1s modest about his acheivments, Yes, well
above all, I would have him modest, Because one invariably finds
that the greater the perscn, the greater the medesty. Equally the
lesser tho l.sm:t the lesser the modesty. One can be quietly

confident sahout ocne's abiliies and g ig; be mulest,
My 1deel canddca‘s wouid never be heard saying "I thhnk I will
stand for UM, Sould Lever plead for tes. would nmeven quote

hls gualiifi-ativise,: would indeed, be incaparie of G..ing any of
these things.

He would. on firgt hearing his name mentioned Ffer nom’nation,
be overwhelmed by ths honour, would brocegt his unwortiiness,
would require convincing of his eligibility, and even when chosen,
would remair humble.

That is an idesal, you say, there are no sich bersocns in fandom?
I beg to differ, there are a few, Even 1f there were none, surely
ve should aim at finding the person most near to that ideal?

My vote, at all events, I am grimly determined, shall never go
to the type who declares,, "I think I will stand for TAFF", I'g
rather not vote. Out upon such fellows, I say!



Morph's big statement last mailing, on Widmark, made me a lot
happier, thanks John. It is of course, quite common for actors to
jdentified with the roles they play, However if Widmark makes John
think of him as he (mostly) appears on the screen, that is quite a
feat. He was a college instructor before he became an actor, not a
deadend kid! Wiadmark first made his impact on the screen because

of nis peculiar laugh. I did not see that film and paid 1little
attention till I happened to sce that immensly good semi-documentary
"Pgnic in the Streets" I was impressed by hils performance there nd
have faithfully seen all his films since, Widmark is often desci.ibed
as an 'actor's actor! - meaning of courze, that it takes another
actor te appreciate his performance. The majority of the films he
made under contract were money-makers with no pretension to anything
more, Yow that his contrect i€ finished and he is able to pick and
choose for himself, I hope Lo see something better.

He has always been one of the few firm believers in rehearsals
for filmirz, With the adven’ of the 'method school' it is becoming
rmore popuiar, but it is amazing to think how many films have come
to us with not a single rehearsal. Only the star waiting for the
dircctor to tell him.what to do next.

Due to a thorcugh studying of the script before ever setting a
foot on the set, YWidmarks characters have always seemed to me to be
rounded and breathing, and I have often becn amazed at how much he
can tell you of the characters thoughts by a simple gesture, such as
the way ho s*ubs out his cigarette. To see Widmark at his bast is
to sea hirm listening. I am particularly thinking here of mne scene
in the £ilm 'Droken Lance'!'. In this scene, Spencer Tracy, who was
the star, i: fthe Puther of four sons, Widmark played the eldest.
Tracey is talking to a crowd, there are quite a number around hiu.
A11 tae other actors are just standing listentng, the eyes of the
s ey 220 Y . . Yel o shiflt the attention %o the
other side of vhe giant Cinemascope screen, 1s to see the eldest
son, who hated fcared and despised his Father, and whose faece so'§
clecarly shows what he thinks of every word spoken. It reminded me,
of a roview I read once of Olivier's acting as Hotspur. I kept it
and have now disentangled it from a mass of miscellaneous cuttings.

it saysy . . . c
* Y5u tmteh him as he listens. He has no lines to speak - no

movements to make. The least selfish of actors, he in no way
intrudes Limself. But his listening is packed with significance -
it is as though we could read every hurrying thought in that fiery
brain'

Because I have watched out for it, I have noticed time and
again he word 'authority' used in reviews of Widmarks acting.
A typ: @1 onme is fHdmarks acting -ives the film authority'. It is
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also a typivel Tilmaom gesture to use that authority in wnilitary
role arter role. Tell, do go and see his latest film 'Time Limit'
-md let me know if anyone else agrees with me.

In fact does anyone else share my enthusiasm for 'going to the
pictures'? T enjoy the theatre too, of course, but 4 must admit
prefer the cinema, Altaough I was thralled to see Oiivier as
Anthony, there is no doubt that it is much more uncomfortable to
peer at his face through overa glasses, than to see his every
focial expression on the screen,

Before I finieh nattering about the cinema, I must remember to
e real handsome to iorph and acamit that my dislike of Jerry
7,eviis steme from the fact, that where there is a 'patnership', I
always favour the straight man, To my mind he gets the dirty end
of the aeal, I liked liartin and TLevis best in their first film
'at " ar with the Army’, vhere they really were a patnership, Their
1ater films had 1little patnership about them, and vcere hogged by
T,evis, Curiously enough the last film they made 'Patners’ had
almost the same spirit as their first, but I guess it was too late
by then and they split up, I see Lewis has got good revievs on his
fipast solo, wheras llartin got poor ones, ~hich being feminine,
only makes me Tfavour lartin more! IHis next f£ilm is to be 'The
Young Lions', made in the company of Brande and lMontgomery Clift,
T gwait it with lively intrest.

This time I really have something to natter sbout, my books have
arrived. , They have been instorage cver since I left Glasgow. I was
so thriiled to see them all again, it was like suddenly acquiring
a vhole lihrary at one fell svoop, 1 eagerly pulled them all out,
the bookcase that I have crdered has not yet arrived, but I happily

>
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piled them all on the floor, and sat back and blissfully surveyed
themThey are a miscellaneous lot, and have only one thing in common,
they are all books I like to reread at regular intervals,

Usually if I like an author, I try to collect. all his books.
Very few of them are newly bought, the majority being second hand.
Not that I don't prefer new books, but I cannot afford them, My
greatest finds came from the ex-library books of Boots Library, I
used to haunt the branch in Glasgow and carefully watch for a book
coming up that I wanted. With what triumph did I ecarry off 'Earth
Abides' for a 1/-! 7Then I had almost given up hope, I suddenly
spotted the last T,H.White bock to complete his trilogy on Arthur.
Now I look at them fondly - The Sword in the Stone, The Witch in
the Wood, and The Ill-Made Knight - and all for 1/- each)

So many books have a memery of a hunt to find it, When I wanted
'The Letters of T, E.Lawrence', I searched everywhere, even wrote
to Foyles in London (though now that I have seen the shop, I know
why it is the last place to try) but everywhere was told it was
out of print, Then one day I passed a book barrow, and idly 1
glanced at the books sprawled tner=m, and found a good clean copy
for 2/-. Indeed people with the money to buy whatever they want
in books, miss the thrill you get out of acquiring a desired one
and a bargain at the same time.,.

One of the first authors that I reread was John Coates, I have
nearly all his books. This man is amazing, for each of the books
he writes is completeiy @ifferent from any of the others, One
thing only runs all through them, a sardonic sense of humour
allied tc real commcn sensé (common sense being .something that I
admire) but without the usual cynicism. Should you read his first
Yook - Time for Tea - you might think that here is an author who
had written a rather criginal detective story, that the characters
were alive in a way mest uncommontin that field. I doubt if you
would think any more. However read the next - Poker end I - and
1ike me you would feel slightly bewlldered, could this really Dbe
written by the same man? It is a mixture of fantasy and the most
solid realify. It is audacious, unedifying and extremely funny.

i~ +acisive approach to 1 ends very well, ) -

:ﬁgugéhbéﬂiéiihing:pas in Jane Austens love story, or tragic, as
ShOULC tale P the Indian living through the conguest of Iexico,

1yrical as the story of one of the Children of the Sun, he
Ore~ynot falter. As you may have gathered by now, the story of
e Tod concerns a man who keeps going backwards in time. One
fiere 1ocads 4 for expecting his next Took to be also concerned
m@%gtfzitg:;dogzt ng' Tt is called 'Patience' and tellsfof a Roman
wi 3 U . Yook, and 1f you are
Catholic woman. 1t is & gu}e?%y O%ﬁg:gigug book’guarenteed to
muddled about morals Sgucksgouid howe a fine time quoting whole
T y%uiivig goﬁeéarr oh, I did have fun reading these books.
chunks o o 8o treT



It amy be a bit banal to natter sbout the veather, but I am
enjoying the long Autumn here. So unlike home where by now it is
getting really bitter, and a fur coat is a necessity not a luxury.
T have recaptured a forgotten delight of childhood, that of scuff-
1ling your feet through piles of leaves, I came out one morning and
was drwan to do this almost without thinking, and then had a very
vivid recollection of walking up the tree-lined road to school and
kicking the leaves in showers before me. I walk over from Courage
House to the hospital about hall past seven each morning indulging
in these anties, It is the oni¥y time I feel safe from observation,
though when I hear a bus coming, I stop and look round guiltily.,
vith my cloak flying, and my hat bobbing, I would be a funny sight
to see, :

When my books arrived from Glasgow, I also received a box
of fanzines I had kept. Amcng them were they first few mailings.
S0 I hauled out my own first copies of Scottishe, Time had
mercifully dimmed the memory tiil ncw, and it was with real horror
that I surveyed my first effcorts, Did I really have the chesk, the
gall, the nerve tc send these out? It was vwith a mental stab of

Tegl pain that T rembered who the founder members had been, How

kind thev had ail been to me, not one of them had me flung out at
the sight of the first issue, Of course half the trouble is that
practically all machines arc a complete mystery to me, I have

never fathomed out what all the 2ittle knobs on the typer are, and
vhen as now, it aets up, I have not a clue how to fix it. The duper
ig even vorse, 1 obtained it tarough a mail order Tirm, and I shall
never forget the day it arrived, There was a little booklet of
instructions, which I carefully carried out, I turned_the handle,
and at the clanking sound that it made, was convinced I had broken

something vital.

I carried it for what seemed like miles round Glasgow, till I
found a firm that specialised in repairing dupers. A very kind
man therec showed me houw it workesd, and set my mind at rest, Still
he could not explain ali the snags that arise, Since then, my duper
and I have got on asg best as we might. Vhen it goes well;, I hum as
I turn the handle, and pat 1t approvingly, But when things go
wrong, &li I can do 1is patiently wait till they come right again
of themselves, Once I lent 1t to Xen Bulmer, I went down to his
house to do some duping there, He carefully watched as I began
and then came up with some helfpful suggestions, However as soon as
he started to explain things, my mind went into a whirl, I only
emerged as he finlshed. so I don't know if they were really help-
ful or not, My, but it must he nice to have a mechanical mind or
s mathematical one. I wish I had a bent, ho ham.






